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Of Gods and Lovers

Mireille Asselin, soprano
Jesse Blumberg, baritone

Victoria Baroque
Cupid’s Arrows Pierce the Heart,
From King Arthur, Z. 628, Henry Purcell (1659-1695)
Prelude | What ho! Thou genius of this isle
Prelude Il What power art thou
Thou doting fool, forbear!
Great Love, | know thee now
No part of my dominion shall be waste
Prelude Il
0f Damon and Tricis, the Betrayed Lovers,
Amidst the shades, Z. 355, Henry Purcell
From Les amants trahis, RCT 22, Jean-Philippe Rameau (1683-1764)
Echo! Combien de fois ai-je su vous instruire
Ma bergeére a trahi sa foi
Quoi? Vous riez d’une telle disgrace?
Lorsque malgré son inconstance
Sont-ce donc la les lois de 'amoureux empire?
Quand on perd ce qu’on aime
Curtain tune on a ground from Timon of Athens, Z. 632, Henry Purcell
01 Dido and Aeneas, Separated by Fate and Duty
One Charming Night from The Fairy Queen, Z. 629, Henry Purcell
| can’t remember a rainfall like this from Aeneas and Dido, James Rolfe (b. 1967)
From Dido and Aeneas, Henry Purcell Z. 626
Witches’ Dance
What shall lost Aeneas do?
Great minds against themselves conspire
When | am laid in earth

Intermission

Sarabande in D Minor, “La Folia”, HWV 437, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
0f Apollo and Daphne and Undesired Love
Mine/Daphne and Apollo, Danika Lorén
From Apollo and Dafne, G.F. Handel HWV 122

Che voce! che belta!

Ardi, adori

Che crudel!

Une guerra ho dentro il seno

Placati alfin, o cara

Come rosa in su la spina

Ah! ch’un Dio non potrebbe

Come in Ciel benigna stella

Odi la mia ragion

Deh, lascia addolcire

Sempre t'adorerd

Mie piante correte,
Aux langueurs d’Apollon from Platée, J-P. Rameau

A Final Warming
‘Tis | that have warm’d thee from King Arthur, Z. 628, Henry Purcell



Mireille Asselin

A singer deemed “a treasure” by the Toronto Star,
Canadian soprano Mireille Asselin enjoys a diverse,
international career spanning concert, opera and
recital work. To date, Mireille has sung five seasons at
the Metropolitan Opera, where she made waves by
jumping in as Adele for the opening night of Die
Fledermaus under the baton of James Levine, giving a
performance that critics raved “stole the show”,
hailing it as one of New York’s “most enchanting” of
the season. During the 2023-2024 season, Ms. Asselin
made debuts with the Victoria Symphony and
Newfoundland Symphony Orchestra (Handel’s
Messiah); and Symphony Nova Scotia (Handel
selections). She also returned to Garsington Opera as La Folie in Platée, Opera Atelier as
Eurydice in Gluck’s Orpheus and Eurydice, Edmonton Opera as Zerlina in Don Giovanni, and
Vancouver Opera/Re:Naissance Opera as Eleanor of Aquitaine in the world premiere of
Tawnie Olson and Roberta Barker’s Sanctuary and Storm. In the 2024-25 season, Mireille
debuted as Jonathas in David et Jonathas with Opera Atelier and will be featured in Tim
Albery’s The Garden of Vanished Pleasures, with music by Cecilia Livingston and Donna
McKevitt, at Soundstreams. She will also appear as the soprano soloist in Mozart’s
Coronation Mass with the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and in Handel’s Messiah with the
Richard Eaton Singers and the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra.

Her discography includes two albums of Canadian repertoire: Ash Roses of music by
composer Derek Holman on the Centrediscs label, and Inspired by Canada — Notre Pays with
Marquis Classics, a solo album of Canadian popular and traditional songs recorded alongside
the legendary Amici Chamber Ensemble. She also appears on the CORO label for Handel and
Haydn Society's recording of Haydn's Harmoniemesse. In addition, she has done film work,
starring as Pamina in the feature film Magic Flute Diaries at the age of 21.

Victoria Baroque
Christina Hutten, artistic director

Now in its fifteenth season, Victoria Baroque presents dynamic, personal and
engaging performances of music from the Baroque and Classical periods. The
ensemble brings together early music specialists from Vancouver Island and
beyond for explorations of chamber, orchestral, vocal, and choral works.
Playing on instruments of the eighteenth century, Victoria Baroque brings
audiences closer to the sound world of the period, embracing the dance-driven
rhythmic vitality, as well as the lyrical and conversational aspects of baroque
music. Besides self-presented concerts, Victoria Baroque has performed as
guest artists for Early Music Vancouver, Early Music Society of the Islands,
Artspring, and the Cowichan Symphony Society. Outreach and education are
integral to Victoria Baroque's mission, and its educational initiatives have
included community workshops and collaborations with the Victoria
Conservatory of Music, University of Victoria School of Music, and the Greater
Victoria Youth Orchestra.

Jesse Blumberg

Baritone Jesse Blumberg enjoys a busy schedule of
opera, concerts, and recitals, performing repertoire
from the Renaissance and Baroque to the 20th and
21st centuries. He has performed featured roles at
Minnesota Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, Atlanta
Opera, Pittsburgh Opera, Boston Early Music
Festival, Opera Atelier, and at Chateau de Versailles
Spectacles and London’s Royal Festival Hall.

Jesse has sung major concert works with Amsterdam
Baroque Orchestra, American Bach Soloists, Boston
Baroque, Carmel Bach Festival, Apollo’s Fire,
Oratorio Society of New York, The Saint Paul
Chamber Orchestra, and on Lincoln Center’s American Songbook series. He has been
increasingly active on concert stages in Canada for the last several years, appearing with the
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Symphony Nova Scotia, Early Music Vancouver, Arion
Baroque, Grand Philharmonic Choir, and at the Montréal Baroque Festival.

Jesse’s recital highlights include appearances with the New York Festival of Song, Marilyn
Horne Foundation, and University Musical Society in Ann Arbor, in addition to teaching and
performing residencies at song festivals across the United States. He is very proud to have
participated in the world premieres of several acclaimed American operas and song cycles
and works closely with many renowned composers as a member of the Mirror Visions
Ensemble.

He has been featured on nearly thirty commercial recordings, including the 2015 Grammy-
winning and 2019 Grammy-nominated Charpentier Chamber Operas with Boston Early Music
Festival. Jesse’s other albums include Bach cantatas with Montréal Baroque, Winterreise with
pianist Martin Katz, Rosenmiiller cantatas with ACRONYM, Green Sneakers with the Miami
String Quartet, and St. John Passion with Apollo’s Fire, as well as American Bach Soloists’
2015 film release Handel’s Messiah in Grace Cathedral.
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VICTORIA BAROQUE MEMBERS

Soile Stratkauskas, flute Curtis Foster, oboe and recorder

Christi Meyers, violin | Paule Prefontaine, violin |

Paul Luchkow, violin Il Elyssa Lefurgey-Smith, violin Il

Tyson Doknjas, violin Il Mieka Michaux, viola

Christina Mahler, cello Natalie Mackie, viola da gamba and violone

Christina Hutten, harpsichord
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Next Concert: Victoria Symphony
Saturday March 28, 2026 at 7:30pm, Cowichan Performing Arts Centre
Christian Kluxen conductor, Andreas Brantelid cello *

Program:

Mendelssohn Symphony No. 3 “Scottish”
Beethoven Egmont Overture

Prokofiev Sinfonia Concertante *

Programme Description: The misty and melancholy atmosphere of Edinburgh’s Holyrood

Palace provided the initial inspiration for Mendelssohn’s “Scottish” Symphony. Its

triumphant finale parallels the conclusion of Beethoven’s Egmont — a tragedy that ends in
victory. The Sinfonia Concertante is one of Prokofiev’s final works, created in consultation

with soloist Mstislav Rostropovich. It is one of the most demanding works in the cello
repertoire. To interpret it, Christian Kluxen welcome his outstanding Danish compatriot,

Andreas Brantelid.

Andreas Brantelid, cello

Playing Everything Under the Sun

Proud to support
Cowichan Symphony Society

Listen Live at 89.7 SUNFM
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] PROBUS Club of nunm
Y For retieed and semil-retired

Get Connected, Stay Connected
people

Probus dubs in Canada provide opportunites for Fellowship, Friendship, and Fun for
all men and wormen in their retirerment and somi-retirement years

We are a non-profit, non-palitical, non-sectarian, and wolunteer-based crganization of
some 250 Canadian clubs. Qur chubs encourage healthy minds and bodies and
sockalizing with other retirees in the community. We meet every thied Tussday of the
maonth, at the Arbutus Ridge Golf Club, gathering from 9:30 to 12 noon.

Come and Join us!

For more information vist our webite at www, ProbusDuncan.co
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HEARING CLINIC

Independent. Local. Owner-operated.

* Access to Registered
Audiologists

RESONAN C E * Experts in earwax removal

¢ Lifetime service included
¢ All brands of hearing aids
* Competitive pricing

improving hearing, enhancing life 2%‘743‘3337 | #58—14(X)CONId’1anBade. CObb|eH||
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Season Donor
$1,000+
James Cosh

Jan & Johanna GrootWassink
Irene McLean & Mike Hanson
Mike Hanson

Dr. Peter Leckie

Shirley MacFarlane
Bonnie & Mike Mills

Dr. Ron & MaryKae Smith
Erika Carter

Robin Round

John & Judith Appleby
Rae Rhodes

Sue Anderlini

Concert Donor

$500 - $999

Mel & Milly Annala

Dr. Donald Hilton

Robert Howell & Jennifer Pike
Peggy McLennan

Mike & Barb Stone
Donor

Margaret Ames
Charlotte & Michael DeBeck
Claire Gullmes

Angela Horvers

lan & Rosemary Kennedy
Andrea Kross

Ray Little, Property Group
Ann & Phillip Mendenhall
Eleanor Montour
Catherine Nelson-McDermott
Patricia Rankin

Helen Schuckel

Alice Sinclair

Helena Ulrich

Donald & Patricia Unger
Nancy and David Clegg
Beverley Southerland
Lauren & Harwood Reimer
Pat Zubatiuk

Alex Moll

CSS Board

Peter Leckie

Jan GrootWassink
Jim Jackson

Ann Mendenbhall
Jan de Bree

John Appleby

lan Kennedy

We appre |ate th
speC|a role that the
Y hony Society
ays ln presentln%
symphonic muysicto
the owichan Valley.

This is made
possible

generous suppog of
our sp onsors an

onors recelpts
gre glven or all
onations.

The Cowichan Symphony Society
Box 732, Duncan, BC VgL 3Y1

treasurer@cowichansymphonysociety.ca
Website: cowichansymphonysociety.ca
Charity Business No. 11922 8922 Rooo1

Grants and Earnings

School District 79 - $1,500,

**CSS Endowment Income - VF $14,117
CVRD Arts and Culture - $1,000

Refreshments for the performers are kindly
donated by Tim Hortons (Greg Adams)

V2= CVRD

Legacy Giving

You can realize the most enduring support
by donating now or throuih a bequestin
your last will to the Cowichan Symphony
Society Endowment Fund at Vancouver
Foundation. Please visit

https: / /[vancouverfoundation.ca/cowichan-
symphony-society

The following donors contributed to this fund
with a lasting gift in Memory of Ted Rhodes:
Peter Douglas (Waterloo),

Elizabeth Hudgins (Vancouver),

Grant Parker (Calgary)

Charles and Gail Tupper (Victoria)

Lesslie Liston, Peggy McLennan

Ann Mendenhall

Dignus and Mary Zandee

Jan and Johanna GrootWassink

lan and Rosemary Kennedy

Dr. Peter Leckie

Rae Rhodes

Graphic Design: Jan de Bree
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DUNCAN IRON WORKS

fabricators, machinists,
steel sales, engineering,
and design services

CONTACT US

« 2901 Allenby Road, Duncan, BC
¢ FE0-T46-5147
+ divaiddiw.ca

diw.ca



